
Growth DOES  
Start With Us!
Kentucky Agriculture reflects all the unique features of the 
Commonwealth’s varied landscape: from the forests of eastern 
Kentucky, to the Bluegrass region’s horse farms, to the soybean 
and cornfields of the western parts of our state. From north 
to south, Kentucky farmers raise pigs, cattle, sheep, goats — 
even bees! — and through the varied kinds of horticulture they 
produce a bounty of vegetables and fruits, flowers and shrubs, 
that are bought by consumers far and near.

Kentucky Agriculture also is the fabric of our rural communities 
— it is the economic backbone of towns throughout the 
Commonwealth. Jobs in agribusiness — at companies that 
provide agricultural supplies and processing, financing, 
equipment or that build the infrastructure to support farming 
— form an economic and indeed a social world of mutually 
dependent activities. Together with jobs in farming, these make 
up the rural communities of Kentucky as we know them today.

Our goal for the Ag Summit is to paint the broad landscape 
of issues the ag community as a whole is facing nationally and 
internationally. We are bringing together expert speakers from 
around the country who will document the paradigm shift that 
is taking place in agriculture around the world. And we will use 
this day of learning and thinking to launch a strategic planning 
process that will give Kentucky Agriculture and its rural 
communities a roadmap for the next five years. As one of our 
speakers put it:

“ For agriculture and rural America, the goals are changing,  
the rules are changing, the business strategies are changing and 
society is changing. This means the Kentucky strategic planning 
program is very important for the long-term future.”

— Varel Bailey

Additionally, we have scheduled a very important Pre‑Summit 
Symposium on Bioenergy — a field that holds important 
opportunities for all parts of our state and sectors of agriculture 
— from forestry to row crops to many new forms of biomass 
being developed and for which commercial markets are 
emerging.

I invite you to join me, the Kentucky Agricultural Council and 
our lead sponsor, the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund, 
for these two important days.

 
 
Tod Griffin 
2011 Ky Ag Council Chairman

Pre-summit Symposium:

Bioenergy:  
A World of Opportunity
Thursday, November 17th; 9 am – 4 pm

9:00  am – 9:30  am Registration and Coffee

9:30 am – 9:45 am Welcoming Remarks
Dr. Bruce R. Pratt, Director, EKU CRAFT; 
and Dr. Len Peters, Secretary, Kentucky 
Energy & Environment Cabinet

9:45 am – 10:30 am Keynote Address
Michael McAdams, President,  
Advanced Biofuels Association

10:30 am – 10:45 am Break

10:45 am – Noon Biofuels Issues
Moderator: State Representative 
Rocky Adkins 
 » Charles Bronson, Former Florida 

Agriculture Commissioner
 » Don McCabe, President,  

Soil Conservation Council of Canada
 » Jill Stuckey, Director,  

Georgia Center of Innovation for Energy

Noon – 1:00 pm  Networking Lunch

1:00 pm – 2:15 pm  Energy Technologies & Sustainability
Moderator: Karen Woodrich,  
NRCS State Conservationist
 » Dr. Sam Jackson, Genera Energy, 

VP Feedstock Operations
 » Susan LeVan-Green, USDA Division of 

Forestry, Forest Products Conversion
 » Alicia Lindauer, U.S. Department of 

Energy, Office of the Biomass Program
 » Brandon Ogilvie, Executive Vice 

President and CFO, Recast Energy, llc

2:15 pm – 2:30 pm  Break

2:30 pm – 3:45 pm Issues with Implementing 
the Utilization of Biofuels
Moderator: State Senator David Givens
 » Bill Jacob, UPS Airline
 » Philip Madson, President, 

KATZEN International
 » Nigel Snelling, Marathon Petroleum 

3:45 pm – 4 pm Closing Remarks:  
The Kentucky Connection
Tim Hughes, Director of Biofuels, 
Kentucky Department for Energy 
Development and Independence
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2011 Kentucky Agricultural Summit:

Agricultural Economy  
& Rural Communities
Friday, November 18th; 8 am – 5 pm

8:00 am – 8:30 am Registration and Coffee

8:30 am – 9:00 am Welcoming Remarks
KAC Chair Tod Griffin

9:00 am – 10:00 am Keynote Address 
Tom Dorr, President US Grains Council

10:00 am – 10:15 am Break

10:15 am – 11:45 am National/International Issues Panel
Moderator: Sharon Burton
 » Neil Conklin, Farm Foundation
 » Larry Elworth, EPA Ag Counselor
 » Jon Scholl, American Farmland Trust
 »  Sara Wyant, Agri-Pulse 

Communications

Noon – 1:30 pm  Lunch & Speaker
Varel Bailey, Bailey Farms, IA

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm  Commodity Issues Panel
Moderator: Jeff Nalley 
 »  Charles Bronson, Former Florida 

Agriculture Commissioner
 » Mike Brown, National Chicken Council
 » Frank Penn, Kentucky Thoroughbred 

Association/Kentucky Thoroughbred 
Owners & Breeders 

 »  Don Wambles, Alabama Farmers Market 
Authority

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm  Break

3:30 pm – 4:45 pm Pulling It All Together:  
Kentucky Perspectives and 
Announcement of New KAC Task Force 
for Strategic Planning 2013 – 2018.  
Moderator: Al Cross 
 »  Dave Adkisson,  

Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
 »  John Settles,  

Washington County Judge Executive
 »  Chris Sutton, Kentucky Area 

Development Districts
 »  plus the newly elected Commissioner 

of Agriculture, and the new   
Co-Chair of KAC Task Force on the 
Future of Agriculture

4:45 pm – 5:00 pm Closing Remarks
Tod Griffin, Chair,  
Kentucky Agricultural Council
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